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Teenagers and Technology 
Introduction
Technology is the different ways in which scientific knowledge is applied to make life better. It is concerned with manipulating the human environment to make things better. Technology has been used to solve some of the most complex problems that man had in the past. Through technology, people have been able to solve the challenge of covering long distances through improved transportation, housing by promoting the construction industry, health by improved health facilities, and technological innovation. Also, communication has been made easier thanks to the introduction of smartphones, the internet, and computers (Goldstein, Rita, and Nora, 3). Technology has done such an excellent job of giving solutions to the challenges faced by people that we have turned a blind eye to the misuse of technology. Misuse of technology is applying the use of technology in a manner which it was not intended for or in a way that brings harm to the user or other people. 
How is technology misused
[bookmark: _GoBack]Every type of technology can and has been put to a use which it was not meant for in the past. It is right to say that 70% of technology has been misused in one way or another (Conrad and Brent 2). Technology in the communication industry is the most commonly used form of technology in the world today. People all over the world have a dire need to communicate with others who are near or far from them. Technology companies in the telecommunication industry are some of the most profitable sectors due to a high number of customers. 
The communication industry was given a boost by the increased use of computers and the internet, which lad to innovations such as smartphones. Smartphones and devices such as smart TVs are widely used all over the world today. Smartphones and computers lead to the development of social media, which is a platform for people to connect and communicate. The rise of social media as a platform for communication has significantly taken root among the young generation, especially teenagers (Lin et al., 2). The likes of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and snap chat have led to the growth of social media addiction. Today, teenagers spend most of their time on their phones or behind their computers surfing or using different social media platforms. 
The addiction has turned into a way of life for teenagers. They are influenced by what they see on social media, and some go to the extent of applying that in their lives. Some teenagers have gotten hooked by social media to the extent that they are willing to do very dangerous things to gain a massive following or to get many likes. Teenagers have lost their lives doing a stunt for social media. This is not the correct use of technology because it is overused, and it negatively affects people’s lives. There are reports where people have burnt down houses while they were glued on social media or a certain piece of technology. 
In telecommunication, teenagers are very interested in the lives of others that they have resulted in technological misuses, such as spying on others. This is especially the case when teenagers are in love, or they have a crush. These feelings make teenagers result in the bad use of technology in order to know as much information about others. This gets worse because they have access to private messages of others. Love or a crush is not the only emotion that might drive people towards using technology to infringe on the private lives of others. Some teenagers are driven by anger and jealousy on others. They result in the use of technology to find something which can be used against people they perceive as threats. The result of this technological misuse is the exposure of private messages, images, or videos that discredit people. The government and parents are also known to use technology to understand what people are doing in secret. 
Teenagers are known to be naïve and have different stands on life issues. Technology has presented a way for different teenagers to connect and interact. There is a downside to this use of technology because technology has been used to propagate and promote extremist behaviors among teenagers (Conrad and Brent 4). Scientists and academics agree that young teenage minds are easy to mold or manipulate. Therefore, people with bad intentions, such as terrorist groups and cults, are known to target teenagers and manipulating them into doing their bidding. Technology has been misused by challenging teenagers to accomplish illegal activities as part of an online game. These games often get real and might challenge people to take their lives or others.
Finally, technology is being misused by teenagers by destroying the production of others in terms of business. Different people, such as authors and artists, are now affected by copyright issues because teenagers are using technology, access their work (Lin et al., 6). Despite the protection of copyright, teenagers have found ways to use technology and access different content without using the right channels. Therefore, technology is being used to destroy the lively hood of others by giving access to their works for free. Illegal download and streaming of movies, music, and books have risen among teenagers, thanks to technology. Teenagers are said to have become academically lazy after learning to use technology for learning. 
Solution to the misuse of technology among the teenagers
Solving the challenge of abdication among teenagers requires different actions which are all geared towards an even and right use of technology for the right purpose. It is right for parents, teachers, and teenagers to work together towards finding a balance in the life of teenagers. It is said that teenagers are frequent users of technology because it provides a way to escape from the challenges of life (Goldstein, Rita, and Nora, 7). As such, a balance should be struck to ensure that teenagers face the challenges in their lives head-on rather than finding an escape in technology, which is likely to increase addiction or cause misuse. 
Teenagers should be educated on the right use of technology. Most cases of technology misuse occur because people don’t know the intended purpose of technology. It is, therefore, essential to educate teenagers on the right way to use a piece of technology. Also, some teenagers have a very good idea about how to use technology (Lin et al., 3). Teenagers think of themselves as enlighten and as gurus who can use technology to do cool things behind the back of others. In such cases, it is right to educate teenagers about the implications of misusing technology. Most teenagers have no experience and are very curious when they learn a new trick with technology. This curiosity has led to increased misuse of technology. Teenagers don’t make laws on the misuse of technology for different purposes serious. Such is the use of computers or other devices to infringe on the private lives of others. 
Teenagers should get engaged in other activities to divert their focus on technology. Such activities include going for camps in locations without computers or phones. This way, teenagers learn that there is life beyond their phones, computers, or video games. Most teenagers think that all there is to life is a huge social media profile. This is influenced by the culture which most people have adopted to idolize social media personalities. Some teenagers don’t understand that life is different from what they see on social media (Conrad and Brent 4). Therefore, they should learn to differentiate real life with what people do to get a massive following. Teenagers should be taught to detect attempts made to recruit them in terrorist groups or cults through technology. Some teenagers learn of this when they are deep into such groups. Parents should develop a culture that is aimed at recusing the dependence of teenagers on technology. This includes making laws to limit game time, internet use, and preventing the use of phones and computers after a given time. 
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